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The Le Mars Chamber of Commerce Ag Committee will be hosting an Agri-
Business luncheon on Wednesday, March 21 at the Le Mars Convention Cen-
terd upper level.

The Chamber Coffee that day will be sponsored by the Plymouth County
Farm Bureau at the Convention Center from 9:30am till 10:30am.

At 10:30am the morning speaker will be Adam
Timmerman, General Manager at ICON Ag Solu-
tions. Lunch will be served from 11:30am with
the keynote speaker to begin at noon.

Michael Doane, Vice President of Sustainable
Agriculture Policy for the Monsanto Company will
give the keynote address. Doane has been with
Monsanto for eleven years in a variety of com-
mercial business and policy development roles.
Currently he is engaged with the agriculture and
food value chain on issues relating to the economic and environmental sustain-
ability of agricultural production systems.

Doane was raised on a diversified crop and live-
stock farm in North Central Kansas. He maintains an
interest in the family farming operation that is man-
aged by his father and brothers. Prior to his work at
Monsanto, Doane served as the Executive Director of
the Kansas Association of Wheat growers (KAWG) - a
policy organization representing the interests of wheat
| farmers.

Doane received his formal training at Kansas State
Univeristy, where he qualified for an M.S. Agricultural
Economics and a B. S. i n Agri business.
Louis, Missouri headquarters.

Tickets are needed for the lunch, but not for the morning program. Ticket
prices is $10.00 per person. Contact Sue at the Chamber to make a reserva-
tion.




Citizen of the Year

Larry Peterson

This yearo6s recipient, Larry Peterson,
from volunteering time to sit on numerous Boards or lending support to various com-
munity projects. Larry is unselfish with his time, positive by nature, supportive to
the end and never caring about recognition. Someone who always recognizes the ef-
forts put forth by others and makes a point of thanking them.

Larry Peterson is a life -long citizen of the area, he is a positive statement for
both rural and urban, simply through his actions and how he carries himself. He has
served on the Le Mars School Board, Farm Credit Service Regional Association
Board, First National Bank Board, Local Option Sales Tax Board, YMCA Nominating
Committee, the Le Mars Memorial Committee and the Northwest Area Education
Agency.

He currently serves on the Floyd Valley Hospital Board, Floyd Valley Foundation
Board, Le Mars Community School Foundation Board, Le Mars Chamber of Commerce
Ag Committee, Le Mars Sertoma Club, Merrill Lions Club, Church Finance Committee
and County Compensation Board.

He has been married to his wife, Luene, for 60 years and they have three chil-
dren, five grandchildren and two great grandchildren with two more on the way.




Business of

the Year
IML Containers, lowa

The Le Mars Area Chamber of Commerce presents the Business of the Year Award for
2011 to IML Containers, lowa.

Just over five years ago Le Mars became a little more connected to the world than we
already were. The French based firm, The Lacro
print. With over 50 years of experience in packaging, the Lacroix Group was ready to open
its first facility in the United States.

After considering several locations that were close to existing customers or potential
customers; the company chose Le Mars as the location to establish their first plant in the
US. That decision has been very fortunate for our community; and seeing the continued
growth, it appears to have been a good choice for the company. Including their manufac-
turing facility in Le Mars, the Lacroix Group employs 900 people in 25 facilities across
Europe and North America.

Beginning production in a leased facility in 2006, the company soon clearly established
its presence by completing phase 1, a 68,500 square foot manufacturing and warehouse fa-
cility in 2008. Producing and shipping products to companies across the country, and in-
ternationally; IML Containers continues to its impressive growth, and just recently com-
pleted a 46,500 square foot expansion. We can only imagine where this company will be in
the years ahead.

Steeve Vallee has overseen this location from day one and has chosen to pass on other
opportunities and live in Le Mars.



Main Street Volunteer
‘ of the Year

—-Q«LSL Jenni Galvin

Promotion

Improvemeny Organization

Jenni Galvin was chosen as the 2011 Main Street Program Volun-
teer of the Year. The selection was made by her peers on the Or-
ganization Committee.

Galvin is a three year member of the Main Street program. She
is extremely organized, dedicated to improving the designated Main
Street area as well as the community.

In 2011 she served as co -chairperson of Holiday at the Parlor,
the community Easter Egg Hunt, th
well as serving on committees for the downtown lighting of the
trees, the Chalk Art Festival, Scoop the Loop and the Mystery Din-
ner Theater.

Galvin is a volunteer who is always ready to lend a helping hand.
She is employed at First National Bank.

She is currently serving as the 2012 Vice President of the Main
Street on the Le Mars Area Chamber of Commerce Board.

2012 Chamber Events

1950s Themed Chamber Event March 10
Ag Luncheon March 21
Antique Show and Flea Market March 30 -31 & April 1
Easter Egg Hunt April 7
Art at the Parlor and Rembrandt 04
Ice Cream Days June 13 i 16
Golf Tournament August 7
Scoop the Loop August 15
Chalk Art Festival September 15 & 16
Halloween Trick or Treating Event for Children October 27
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For Sale
Ice Cream Capital
of the World Items and

Buildings of Le Mars Mugs
Mugs $5.00 each
Ornaments $10.00 each
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LE MARS

Ice Cream Capital of the World®
Sign

Declared the Ice Cream Capital of the
World® in 1994, more ice cream is
produced in Le Mars by a s e company
than any other place in the world.
Le Mars is home to Wells' Dairy,
makers of Blue Bunny® brand ice
cream and other dairy products
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Royal Theater
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