
The Le Mars Area Chamber of Commerce  

Ch al k  A r t  Fest i v a l  
          Saturday, September 17, 2011     10am to 5pm  

            Sunday, September 18, 2011       Noon to 5pm  

   The Le Mars Area Chamber of 

Commerce invites you to be a part of 

this unique and captivating form of 

performance art. This 2 -day festival 

will transform the Olson Cultural 

Event Center into an art gallery.  

Chalk drawings made by individuals, 

families, school students, neighbor-

hood groups and professional artists 

will make the area look like a huge painted canvas.  

    Festival -goers can watch the artistic process from 

start to finish or choose to make their own chalk draw-

ing.  Youõll start by picking your box of chalk that will 

correspond to a particular size square for drawing.   

Volunteers will frame out your drawing area, then itõs 

time to let your imagination go and have fun drawing 

with chalk.  

    Make it a two -day family fun time.  Youõll be able to 

watch the progress of the four featured artists, enjoy 

live entertainment and taste a 

wide-array of treats from the 

food vendors.  The drawings 

last only until the next rain, 

but the fun and   excitement 

of the festival will leave last-

ing memories.   

Featured Guest Artists  
      

 

 

 

 

Mary Campbell, from Bertram, Iowa, drew 

the famous painting ñWoman with a Pearl Ear-

ringò in 2010.   

               

Rob Bixenman, from Le Mars, Iowa, drew  

a  3-D chalk shark in 2010.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liz and Emma Bixenman  from  

Le Mars, Iowa.  In 2010,  they drew  a 60s  hippie.  

Size of Chalk        Size of area         Cost 

 24 piece              4õ x 4õ            $15.00 

 48 piece              6õ x 6õ            $20.00    

Ch a l k Yo u r  Ow n P i c t u r e s  

Featured Professional Artist 

Featured Local Artist 

Featured Student Artists 



 

P l a y  Ho p sc o t c h a t t h e  Fe s t i v a l  
   The first player tosses the marker (typically a small stone) into the first 

square. The marker must land within the designated square without touch-

ing a line or bouncing out. The player then hops through the course, skip-

ping the square with the marker in it. Single squares must be hopped on one 

foot.  Side by side squares are straddled, with the left foot landing in the 

left square, and the right foot landing in the right square.  

   Upon successfully completing the sequence, the player continues the turn 

by tossing the marker into square number two, and repeating the pattern.  

If a player steps on a line, misses a square, or loses balance, the turn ends. 

Then itõs the next playerõs turn.  Players begin their turns where they last 

left off. The first player to complete one course for every numbered 

square on the court wins the game  

Fa m i l y  Fu n  
Bring your family to the Chalk 

Art Festival and have two 

days of FUN!  Once  you pur-

chase an area, you can come 

and go as you please.   Draw 

for awhile, listen to the mu-

sic, have some food or take 

the kids home for a nap.  For two days you can con-

tinue to draw on your chalk art picture .   Fun for all 

ages! 

Tr a c e  y o u r  B o d y  4 -H &  Sc h o o l 

P r o j e c t s  

See if your chalk drawing 

can qualify as a project for 

your 4 -H club, Boy Scout 

or Girl Scout troop or  

as a class project.   

   How would you color in 

an outline of your body?  

Would you add clothesé  

a haté different colored 

hair??  Have fun and use 

your imagination in decorating your 

bodyõs outline.   

  For $3.00 you receive a box of 12 

chalks and a designated space for 

decorating the outline of one person.  

   Bring the whole family and trace 

everyone during the two day festival.      

No cost 
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¶ A box of chalk solid pastels will be provided with each drawing area purchased.   

¶ If you are using a predominant color in your design you may want to purchase the colors  

         before the event or trade with other artists during the event  

¶ Artwork for the festival must be appropriate for public viewing  

¶ You must stay within the dimensions of your space.  

¶ The Le Mars Chamber reserves all rights to photograph and re-

produce the street paintings in any manner.  The artist has no 

ownership right to the photos/

reproductions of the street painting 

images   

¶ Please respect the artists who 

are working near you.  Do not have 

open beverage containers, they can 

spill and damage artists drawings  

Ru l e s  

¶   Whisk broom or brush for cleaning drawing surface  

¶  Masking tape for creating sharp borders and edges   

¶  A portable dust -buster to remove excess chalk dust  

¶  Foam mats for kneeling on  

¶  A 2õ x 2õ piece of cardboard allows one to sit or stand on the 

drawing without damaging the work  

¶  A chalkboard eraser or foam 

swimming float are good for 

blending larger areas of color  

¶  Paper towels for wiping up  

¶  If showers are threatening, 

bring a plastic drop cloth to 

cover your art till the rain 

passes  

Su p p l i e s  y o u  w a n t  t o  b r i n g a l o n g  

Try to find your way through the 

chalk ice cream cone maze.  Donõt 

cross the lines  - follow the twists 

and turns of the course.  Watch 

outñthere are some dead ends.  

Can you make it from start to  

finish?     

M a z e  

No cost  



Fo r M o r e I n f o r m a t i o n  
Contact the  Le Mars Area Chamber of  

Commerce at   712-546-8821 or  
 mary@lemarschamber.org  

Everyone is invited to participate.         

Children under 12 must be accompanied  

by a supervising adult.  

En t e r t a i n m e n t  
 
                                         
 
 
 
 

Live entertainment will be featured  

   on both days of the festival.           

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy  

the music and chalk art.    

Ch a l k  A r t Hi s t o r y   
    The Chalk Art Festival follows street painting traditions 

that originated in the 16th century Renaissance Italy when 

artists began using asphalt 

as a canvas and transform-

ing it into works of art by 

drawing with chalks.   The 

ar t is ts were cal led 

òmadonnarió after their 

customary practice of  

recreating chalk drawings 

of the Madonna.  Madonnari artists were known for their 

life of travel and freedom; making their living from coins 

received by people admir-

ing their works of art.  

    Today artists world-

wide are taking to the 

streets and participating 

in this ancient form of 

expression.  The creation 

of a chalk painting takes 

many hours and is not as 

simple as it seems.  First, an artist 

draws an outline of their drawing 

using a charcoal pastel.  Then they 

lay down the base colors 

by using a number of 

colored chalks blending 

the colors to create shadow, contrast and depth.   

      Street painting is a form of performance art ñ creat-

ing the work is as important as the finished artwork.    

Fo o d  Ve n d o r s  
Food vendors will be present offering 

a wide array of tasty treats . 

The 2011 festival  

is sponsored by  

Gr e g  &  P a m We l l s  


