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167.01 TITLE, INTENT AND PURPOSE. These regulations may be referred to as the
“Zoning Ordinance of the City of Le Mars, Iowa.” These regulations have been based upon
the comprehensive plan for the City, which was adopted by the Council on March 20, 1962.
Said comprehensive plan included estimates of population growth, land use surveys, a land
use plan, plans for major thoroughfares, other transportation facilities, community facilities,
public services and utilities, and a public works program.
1.
Need for public services and facilities in both size and location depends
upon the character and intensity of land use. Regulation of the use of land is thus
fundamental to a coordinated optimum physical development of the community.
The land use regulations are intended to be the foundation of the entire process of
improvement of the physical environment.
2.
The regulations are intended to preserve and protect existing property uses
and values against adverse or unharmonious adjacent uses.
3.
The land use regulations divide the area into a number of zoning districts.
A.
Because of poor drainage, steep slopes and other adverse natural
conditions some land areas should be kept in their natural state. These
would be placed in a conservation district.
B.
The comprehensive plan included careful estimates of the land area
requirements for the various land uses such as commerce, residence, industry,
transportation and public uses. These urban uses should be directed into that
land area where they may be most efficiently served by public services and
facilities such as sewers, water, schools, parks, and the like. Remaining lands
should be reserved for rural uses. Consequently, the regulations include a rural
district for nonurban land uses.
C.
In the past, residential neighborhoods have deteriorated because they
were invaded by small isolated commercial uses and by more intensive
residential uses. The great majority of our population desire to, and do, live in
single-family homes which they own and which are located on fairly large
lots. The regulations establish residential districts particularly designed to
provide maximum protection for single-family homes.
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D.
Other residential districts are established for two-family homes and
for apartments. Density, yard, and parking regulations would insure good
living conditions in these areas. Much of the present day building is by large
projects instead of lot by lot. The regulations provide for “large-scale
developments” (two [2] acres or more) which may be located in any
residential district with approval of the site plan and with conformity of the
plan to the overall density standards of the district. This introduces an
important measure of flexibility into the regulations.
E.
Commercial districts recognize the different types of commercial
areas that will be needed by the future growth of the community. There is a
zoning district for the neighborhood commercial area, i.e., the grocery storedrug store complex serving the adjacent residential neighborhoods. For the
more widely used commercial areas along major streets and highways, there
is a general commercial district. There is a central commercial district for
the downtown area.
F.
For industry there are three (3) districts-a light industrial district for
the modern organized industrial area with landscaped frontage yards and no
open storage, a general industrial district which allows more freedom in the
use of space and a heavy industrial district with its unrestricted use.
4.
It is not the law or policy of the City to disallow plans and specifications of a
proposed residential structure solely because the proposed structure is a manufactured
home as defined by Section 414.28 of the Code of Iowa and manufactured or
constructed under the authority of 42 U.S.C. Section 5403. Further, the City shall not
adopt or enforce zoning regulations or other ordinances which disallow the plans and
specifications of a proposed residential structure solely because the proposed structure
is a manufactured home. This statement of intent and purpose shall be construed as
the adoption by the City of the requirements of said Section 414.28 of the Code of
Iowa and the adoption of the National Manufactured Housing Construction and
Safety Standards Act, 42 U.S.C. Sections 5401-5426.

167.02 DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this chapter, the following words and phrases
shall have the following meaning:
1.
“Accessory buildings and uses.” An accessory building is a subordinate
building or a portion of the main building, the use of which is clearly incidental to,
or customarily found in connection with, and (except as otherwise provided in this
chapter) located on the same lot as, the use of the main building or principal use of
the land. An accessory use is one which is clearly incidental to, or customarily
found in connection with, and (except as otherwise provided in this chapter) on the
same lot as, the main use of the premises. When “accessory” is used in the text, it
shall have the same meaning as “accessory use.”
2.
“Agricultural activity.” Agricultural activity, including forests and forest
products, harvest and management, dairy farming, livestock grazing and pasturage,
truck gardening, the raising of crops, fruit and nursery stock, fish farms, animal
kennels and fur-bearing animal farms, and the harvesting, processing, packaging,
packing, shipping, and selling of products produced on the premises, and incidental
farm occupations and uses such as machinery, farm equipment and domestic repair
and construction, excluding commercial feed lots.
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3.
“Alley.” A public right-of-way which affords only a secondary means of
access to abutting property.
4.

“Apartment.” See “dwelling unit.”

5.
“Automobile service station.” Any land, building, structure or premises used
for the sale, at retail, of motor vehicle fuels, oils, or accessories or for serving or
lubricating motor vehicles or installing or repairing parts and accessories, but not
included the repairing or replacing of bodies or fenders of motor vehicles, or
painting of motor vehicles or operation of public garages.
6.
“Basement.” A story having part but not more than one-half (1/2) of its height
below grade. A basement is counted as a story for the purposes of height regulation if
subdivided and used for dwelling purposes other than by a janitor employed on the
premises.
7.
“Bed and breakfast homes.” A house or portion thereof where short-term
lodging, rooms and meals are provided. The operator shall live on the premises.
8.
“Bistro.” A home occupation providing private dining, reservation-only,
onsite dining only, with off-street parking requirements to conform to the number of
stalls required for restaurants. Maximum seating capacity shall be no greater than
40 persons. The operator shall live on the premises.
9.
“Block front.” All of the property on one side of a street between two
intersecting streets or between an intersecting street and the dead end of a street.
10.
“Boardinghouse.” A building, other than a hotel or apartment hotel where,
for compensation and by prearrangement for definite periods, lodging, meals, or
lodging and meals are provided for three (3) or more persons.
11.
“Building.” Any structure including a roof supported by walls, designed or
intended for the support, enclosure, shelter or protection of persons, animals,
chattels or property and forming a construction that is safe and stable; the word
"building" shall include the word “structure.”
12.
“Building, height of.” The vertical distance from the grade (elevation of the
curb, sidewalk or average elevation of the ground around the street) to the highest
point of the coping of a flat roof, or to the deck line of a mansard roof, or to the
mean height level between eaves and ridge for gable, hip or gambrel roofs.
13.
“Building Official.” The individual designated to administer the zoning
ordinance and who is responsible for the enforcement of the regulations imposed by
said ordinance.
14.
“Cellar.” A portion of a building located partly or wholly underground and
having one-half or more of its floor-to-ceiling height below the average grade of the
adjoining ground.
15.
“Clinic.” An establishment where patients are not lodged overnight, but are
admitted for examinations and treatment by a group of physicians or dentists
practicing medicine together.
16.
“Club, private.” Permanent nonpublic buildings and facilities owned or
operated by a corporation, association, person or persons for the purpose of
rendering a service to its membership and their guests only.
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17.
“Commission” or “Planning Commission.” The City Planning and Zoning
Commission of Le Mars.
18.
“Conditional use.” A use allowed in a zoning district after a permit is granted
by the Board of Adjustment in accordance with the provisions of Section 167.20.
19.
“Dwelling.” Any building or portion thereof designed or used exclusively
for residential purposes.
20.
“Dwelling, single-family.” A building designed for use or occupied
exclusively by one family which may include not more than two (2) roomers or
boarders not members of the family.
21.
“Dwelling, two-family.” A building designed for or occupied exclusively by
two (2) families which may include not more than two (2) roomers or boarders not
members of either family.
22.
“Dwelling, multiple.” A dwelling containing more than two (2) dwelling
units.
23.
“Dwelling unit.” A room or group of rooms within a dwelling and forming a
single habitable unit with facilities for living, sleeping and cooking.
24.
“Family.” One or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption
occupying a dwelling and living as a single housekeeping unit and doing their own
cooking on the premises.
25.
“Floor area.” The sum of the gross horizontal areas of all floors of a building
measured from the exterior faces of the exterior walls or from the center line of walls
separating buildings, but not including cellar or basement space not used for retailing
and not including accessory off-street parking or loading space.
26.
lot.

“Floor area ratio.” The floor area of the building divided by the area of the

27.
“Garage, private.” An accessory building used only for the housing of motor
vehicles, without their equipage for operation, repair, hire or sale.
28.

“Garage, public.” A garage other than a private garage.

29.
“Home occupation.” Any occupation or activity which is clearly incidental
and secondary to use of the premises for dwelling and which is carried on wholly
within a main building or accessory building by a member of a family residing on
the premises, in connection with which there is no advertising other than an
identification sign of not more than two (2) square feet in area, and no other display
or storage of materials or exterior indicating of the home occupation or variation
from the residential character of the main building or accessory building; and in
connection with which not more than one person outside the family is employed and
no equipment used which created offensive noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odors, heat
or glare, When within the above requirement, a home occupation includes, but is not
limited to, the following: (a) art studio; (b) beauty parlor; (c) dressmaking; (d)
professional office of a physician, dentist, lawyer, engineer, architect, accountant,
salesman, real estate agent, insurance agent or other similar occupation; (e) teaching,
with musical instruction limited to one or two pupils at a time; and (f) bistro;
however, a home occupation shall not be interpreted to include barber shops, stores
and restaurants.
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30.
“Hotel.” A building in which lodging is provided and offered to the public
for compensation and which is open to transient guests, in contradistinction to a
boardinghouse or lodging house as herein defined.
31.
“Kennel.” An establishment where small animals are boarded for
compensation or where dogs are bred or raised on a commercial scale.
32.

“Lodging or rooming house.” Same as “Boardinghouse.”

33.
“Lot.” A parcel or land occupied or intended for occupancy by a use
permitted in this chapter, including one main building together with its accessory
building, and the open spaces and parking spaces required by this chapter and having
its principal frontage upon a street.
34.

“Lot, corner.” A lot abutting upon two or more streets at their intersections.

35.
lines.

“Lot, depth.” The mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot

36.
“Lot, double frontage.” A lot having a frontage on two nonintersecting
roads, as distinguished from a corner lot.
37.

“Lot, interior.” A lot other than a corner lot.

38.
“Lot of record.” A lot or parcel of land, the deed to which has been recorded
in the office of the County Recorder of Plymouth County prior to March 8, 1962.
39.

“Lot, width.” The width of a lot at the front yard line.

40.
“Major, thoroughfare.” A street designated as a major thoroughfare on the
official comprehensive plan of the City.
41.
“Manufactured home.” A factory-built, single-family structure, which is
manufactured or constructed under the authority of 42 U.S.C. Sec. 5403, Federal
Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards, and is to be used as a place
for human habitation, but which is not constructed with a permanent hitch or other
device allowing it to be moved other than of the purpose of moving to a permanent
site, and which does not have permanently attached to its body or frame any wheels
or axles. A mobile home is not a manufactured home unless it has been converted to
real property and is taxed as a site-built dwelling. For the purposes of these
regulations, a manufactured home shall be considered the same as any site-built,
single-family detached dwelling.
42.
“Mobile home.” Any vehicle without motive power used or so manufactured
or constructed as to permit its being used as a conveyance upon the public streets and
highways and so designed, constructed or reconstructed as will permit the vehicle to be
used as a place for human habitation by one or more persons; but shall also include
any such vehicle with motive power not registered as a motor vehicle in Iowa. A
mobile home is factory-built housing built on a chassis. A mobile home shall not be
construed to be a travel trailer or other form of recreational vehicle. A mobile home
shall be construed to remain a mobile home, subject to all regulations applying thereto,
whether or not wheels, axles, hitch, or other appurtenances of mobility are removed
and regardless of the nature of the foundation provided. However, certain mobile
homes may be classified as "manufactured homes." Nothing in this chapter shall be
construed as permitting a mobile home to be located in other than an
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approved mobile home park, unless such mobile home is classified as a
"manufactured home."
43.
“Mobile home court.” An area where one or more inhabited mobile homes
can be or are intended to be parked.
44.
“Modular home.” Factory-built housing certified as meeting the State
Building Code as applicable to modular housing. Once certified by the State,
modular homes shall be subject to the same standards as site-built homes.
45.
“Motel, motor court, motor lodge or tourist court.” Any building or group of
buildings containing guest rooms or dwelling units, some or all of which have a
separate entrance leading directly from the outside of the building with garage or
parking space conveniently located on the lot, and designed, used, or intended
wholly or in part for the accommodation of automobile transients.
46.
“Nonconforming use.” Any building or land lawfully occupied by a use
before March 8, 1962, and which does not conform with the use regulations of the
district within which it is located.
47.
“Nursing home.” A home for the aged or infirm in which three (3) or more
persons not of the immediate family are received, kept or provided with food and
shelter, or care for compensation; but not including hospitals, clinics, or similar
institutions devoted primarily to the diagnosis and treatment of the sick or injured.
48.
“Parking space.” A surfaced area, enclosed or unenclosed, sufficient in size
to store one automobile (not less than nine (9) feet wide and twenty (20) feet long)
connected to a public street or alley by a surfaced driveway and permanently
reserved for the parking or storage of one motor vehicle.
49.
“Plat, lot.” A drawing of a lot showing its dimensions, the building
arrangement thereon and such other information as may be needed for enforcement
of this chapter.
50.

“Premises.” A lot, together with all buildings and structures thereon.

51.
“Public improvements.” Public improvements shall be defined in accordance
with Section 384.95 of the Code of Iowa, and as amended.
52.
“Restaurant.” A use engaged in the preparation and retail sale of food and
beverages, including sale of alcoholic beverages when conducted as an accessory or
secondary feature and producing less than fifty percent (50%) of the gross income.
Typical uses include restaurants, coffee shops, dinner houses and similar
establishments with incidental alcoholic beverages service.
53.
“Servants’ quarters.” An accessory building or portion of the main building
located on the same lot as the main building and used as living quarters for servants
employed on the premises and not rented to otherwise used as a separate domicile
and containing no kitchen facilities.
54.
“Sign.” A sign is any structure or part hereof, or any device attached to,
painted on or represented on a building or other structure, upon which is displayed or
included any letter, work, model, banner, flag, pennant, insignia, decoration, device or
representation used as or which is in the nature of an announcement, direction,
advertisement or other attention-directing device. A sign shall not include a similar
structure or device located within a building except for illuminated signs within show
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windows. A sign includes any billboard, but does not include the flag, pennant or
insignia of any nation or association of nations or of any state, city or other political
unit or of any political, charitable, educational, philanthropic, civic, professional,
religious or like campaign, drive, movement or event.
55.
“Sign area.” That area within a line including the outer extremities of all
letters, figures, characters and delineations or within a line including the outer
extremities of the framework or background of the sign, whichever line includes the
larger area. The support for the sign background, whether it be columns, a pylon or a
building or part thereof, shall not be included in the sign area.
56.
“Story.” That portion of a building, other than a basement, included between
the surface of any floor and the surface of the floor next above it or, if there is no
floor above it, the space between the floor and the ceiling next above it. A half-story
is a partial story under a gable, hip or gambrel roof, the wall plates of which on at
least two (2) opposite exterior walls are not more than four (4) feet above the floor of
each story.
57.
“Street.” A street is a public right-of-way which affords traffic circulation
and a principal means of access to abutting property. An alley shall not be
considered a street.
58.
“Structural alteration.” Any change in structural members of a building, such
as walls, columns, beams or girders.
59.
“Structure.” Any constructed or erected, the use of which requires
permanent location on the ground.
60.
“Town house.” A building that has one-family dwelling units erected in a
row as a single building, on adjoining lots, each being separated from the adjoining
unit or units by a masonry party wall or walls extending from the basement floor to
the roof along the dividing lot line, and each such building being separated from any
other building by space on all sides, provided that no more than six (6) dwelling
units shall be contained in any one building.
61.
“Travel trailer.” A vehicle designed for temporary or vacation living or used
to carry units so designed.
62.
“Travel trailer camp.” An area where one or more travel trailers can be
parked for periods not exceeding two (2) weeks.
63.
“Yard.” An open space on the same lot with a building unobstructed from
the ground upward and measured as the minimum horizontal distance between the
lot line and main building.
64.
“Yard, front.” A yard extending across the front of a lot between the side lot
lines, and being the minimum horizontal distance between the street line and the main
building or any projections thereof other than the projections of uncovered steps,
uncovered balconies, terrace or uncovered porches. On corner lots the front yard shall
be considered as parallel to the street upon which the lot has its least dimension.
65.
“Yard, rear.” A yard extending across the rear of the lot between the side lot
lines and measured between the rear lot line and the rear of the main building or any
projection other than steps, unenclosed porches or entranceways.
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66.
“Yard, side.” A yard between the main building and the side line of the lot,
and extending from the front yard line to the rear yard, and being the minimum
horizontal distance between side lot line and side of the main buildings or any
projections thereof.
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167.03 DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED; GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.

1.
For the purpose of this chapter, the City is hereby divided into eleven (11)
zoning districts to be known as follows (additional regulations, Section 167.15 167.20):
“R”
Rural District
“RC”
Conservation District
“R-1”
Residential District
“R-1A”
Medium Density Residential District
“R-2”
Apartment District
“B-1”
Neighborhood Business District
“B-2”
General Business District
“B-3”
Central Business District
“I-1”
Light Industrial District
“I-2”
General Industrial District
“I-3”
Heavy Industrial District
The boundaries of these districts are shown on the “Zoning Map” which
accompanies and is made a part of this chapter. The most current original of this map
is on file at City Hall, and said map and all the information shown thereon shall have
the same force and effect as if fully set forth or described herein.
2.
No building shall be erected, converted, enlarged, moved or structurally
altered, nor shall any building or premises be used for any purpose other than those
permitted in the district in which such building or premises is located. No building
shall be erected, enlarged, moved or structurally altered except in conformity with
the height, yard, area per family, parking and other regulations prescribed herein for
the district in which such lot is located; every part of a required yard shall be open to
the sky and unobstructed, except as hereinafter provided, and no yard or lot area
shall be reduced so as to be smaller than the applicable district requirements.
3.
Every building hereafter erected or structurally altered shall be located on a
lot as defined in this chapter and, except as otherwise provided in this chapter, in no
case shall more than one residential building be located on a lot. No cellar or
basement shall be used as a dwelling prior to substantial completion of the dwelling
of which it is a part.
4.
All territory which may hereafter be annexed to the City shall be classified in
the “R” Rural District until, within a reasonable time following annexation, the
annexed territory shall be appropriately classified by ordinance in accordance with
Section 167.23 of this chapter.
5.
Cooperatives, condominiums and all other forms of property ownership do
not affect the provisions of these regulations and all requirements shall be observed
as though the property were under single ownership.
6.
Public improvements shall not be subject to the provisions of this chapter.
The City may in its discretion place public improvements at any location, irrespective
of this chapter, which it deems is in the best interest of the City and its citizens.
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167.04 “R” RURAL DISTRICT. In the “R” Rural District, a building or premises shall be
used only for the following purposes (additional regulations, Section 167.15 - 167.20):
1.

Permissive Uses:
A.

Agricultural activity.

B.

Single-family dwelling.

C.

Park or forest preserve.

D.

Church, parish hall, temple, convent or monastery.

E.
Public school, elementary and high, or private school having a
curriculum equivalent to a public elementary or public high school and
having no rooms regularly used for housing or sleeping purposes.
F.
Large-scale residential development in accordance with the
provisions of Section 167.15.
G.

Golf course, except miniature course or driving range.

H.
Roadside stand for the seasonal display or sale of agricultural
products raised on the premises, provided such stand shall be removed
during any season when not in use.
I.
2.

Greenhouse or nursery.

Conditional Uses:
A.

Extraction of coal, sand or gravel.

B.

Airport.

C.

Public building erected by any governmental agency.

D.
Hospital, nursing home and educational, religious and philanthropic
institution on sites of not less than five (5) acres.
E.
New cemetery on site of not less than twenty (20) acres or
enlargement of existing cemetery.
F.
Privately operated outdoor recreational facility, including riding
stable, lake, swimming pool, tennis court and golf course on site of not less
than five (5) acres.
G.
Mobile home court in accordance with the provisions of Section
167.15.
H.
Public utility or public service use, building or structure, including
such things as an electric substation, water tower, sanitary lift station or
pipeline regulating station.
I.

Radio or television broadcasting station or tower.

J.

Sanitary landfill.

K.
Hospital or clinic for animals provided that if large animals are to be
treated, such hospital shall be located on a tract of land of not less than ten
(10) acres and that no treatment rooms or pens for large animals shall be
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maintained closer than two hundred (200) feet to any property line, and
further provided that if open kennels are to be provided no such kennel shall
be located closer than two hundred (200) feet to any property line.
L.

Travel trailer camp on site of not less than three (3) acres.
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167.05 “RC” CONSERVATION DISTRICT. In the “RC” Conservation District a building
or premises shall be used only for the following purposes (additional regulations, Section
167.15 - 167.20):
1.

2.

Permissive Uses:
A.

Agricultural activity, but not including a dwelling unit.

B.

Park or forest preserve.

C.

Golf course.

Conditional Uses:
A.

Extraction of coal, sand or gravel.

B.
Privately operated outdoor recreational facility, including riding
stable, lake swimming pool, tennis court and golf course on site of not less
than five (5) acres.
C.
Motel, resort and incidental facilities, including swimming pool,
restaurant, incidental retail sales and services and personal services on site of
not less than five (5) acres provided they are protected from flooding.
D.

Marina, yacht club, boat house or bait shop.

E.

Travel trailer camp on site of not less than three (3) acres.
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167.06 “R-1” RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT. In the “R-1” Residential District, a building or
premises shall be used only for the following purposes (additional regulations, Section
167.15 - 167.20):
1.

Permissive Uses:
A.

Single-family dwelling.

B.

Public park or playground.

C.

Church, parish hall, temple, convent or monastery.

D.
Public school, elementary and high, or private school having a
curriculum equivalent to a public elementary or public high school and
having no rooms regularly used for housing or sleeping purposes.
E.
Golf course, except miniature course or driving tees operated for
commercial purposes.
F.
Large-scale residential development in accordance with the
provisions of Section 167.15.
2.

Conditional Uses:
A.
Privately operated lake, swimming pool or tennis court on site of not
less than five (5) acres.
B.

Public building erected by any governmental agency.

C.
Hospital, nursing home and educational, philanthropic or religious
institution on sites of not less than two (2) acres, provided not more than
fifty (50) percent of the site area may be occupied by buildings, and
provided further that the building shall be set back from all required yard
lines an additional foot for each foot of building height.
D.

Two-family dwellings.

E.
Nursery, prekindergarten, kindergarten, play, special and other
private school.
F.
Private recreational facility where buildings do not occupy more
than ten (10) percent of the site area.
G.

Greenhouse or nursery.

H.
Public utility or public service use, building or structure, including
such things as an electric substation, water tower, sanitary lift station or
pipeline regulating station.
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167.07 “R-1A” MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT. In the “R-1A” Medium
Density Residential District, a building or premises shall be used only for the following
purposes (additional regulations, Section 167.15 - 167.20):

1.

Permissive Uses:
A.
B.
C.
D.

Single-family dwelling.
Two-family dwelling.
Three-family dwellings.
Four-family dwellings.

E.
Large scale residential developments which conform to regulations
found in Section 167.15.
F.
Public park or playgrounds.
G.
Church, parish hall, temple, convent or monastery.
H.
Public school, elementary and high, or private school having a
curriculum equivalent to a public elementary or public high school and
having no rooms regularly used for housing or sleeping purposes.
I.
Golf course, except miniature course or driving tees operated for
commercial purposes.
2.

Conditional Uses:
A.
Privately operated lake, swimming pool or tennis court on site of not
less than five (5) acres.
B.
Public building erected by any governmental agency.
C.
Hospital, nursing home and educational, philanthropic or religious
institution on sites of not less than two (2) acres, provided not more than
fifty (50) percent of the site area may be occupied by buildings, and
provided further that the building shall be set back from all required yard
lines an additional foot for each foot of building height.
D.
Nursery, prekindergarten, kindergarten, play, special and other
private school.
E.
Private recreational facility where buildings do not occupy more
than ten (10) percent of the site area.
F.
Greenhouse or nursery.
G.
Public utility or public service use, building or structure, including
such things as an electric substation, water tower, sanitary lift station or
pipeline regulating station.
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167.08 “R-2” APARTMENT DISTRICT. In the “R-2” Apartment District, a building or
premises shall be used only for the following purposes (additional regulations, Section
167.15 - 167.20):
1.

Permissive Uses:
A.

Any permissive use of the “R-1” District.

B.

Two-family dwelling.

C.

Multiple dwelling.

D.

Town house.

E.
Bed and breakfast homes. A private residence which provides
lodging and meals for guests, in which the host or hostess resides and in
which no more than two guest families are lodged at the same time. The
facility can advertise as a bed and breakfast home but not as a hotel, motel or
restaurant. A bed and breakfast home can serve food only to overnight
guests. All guest rooms must have an operable smoke detector. There shall
be one parking space per guest room and a minimum of two off-street
parking spaces for the owner.
F.
2.

Bistro.

Conditional Uses:
A.

Public building erected by any governmental agency.

B.
Religious, educational and eleemosynary institution
philanthropic nature, but not a penal or mental institution.
C.

of

a

Hospital or sanitarium, except criminal, mental or animal hospital.

D.
Bed and breakfast homes. A private residence which provides
lodging and meals for guests, in which the host or hostess resides and in
which more than two guest families are lodged at the same time. The facility
can advertise as a bed and breakfast home but not as a hotel, motel or
restaurant. A bed and breakfast home can serve food only to overnight
guests. All guest rooms must have an operable smoke detector. There shall
be one parking space per guest room and a minimum of two off-street
parking spaces for the owner.
E.

Nursing, rest or convalescent home.

F.
Parking lot located within three hundred (300) feet of a “B” or “I”
District.
G.

Rooming house or boardinghouse.

H.

Private school.

I.

Greenhouse or nursery.

J.

Private club or lodge.

K.
Mobile home court in accordance with the provisions of Section
167.15.
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L.
Public utility or public service use, building or structure, including
such things as an electric substation, water tower, sanitary lift station or
pipeline regulating station.
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167.09 “B-1” NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS DISTRICT. In the “B-1” Neighborhood
Business District, a building or premises shall be used only for the following purposes
(additional regulations, Section 167.15 - 167.20):
1.

Permissive Uses:
A.
Any permissive use of the “R-2” District, except single-family
dwellings.
B.

Automobile parking lot or storage or parking garage.

C.

Bank or financial institution.

D.
Dressmaking, tailoring, shoe repairing, repair of household
appliances and bicycles, catering and bakery with sale of bakery products on
the premises and other uses of a similar character.
E.

Office or office building.

F.
Personal service uses, including barbershop, beauty parlor,
photographic or art studio, messenger, taxicab, newspaper or telegraphic
branch service station, laundry or dry cleaning receiving station and other
uses of a similar character.
G.
Retail store in connection with which there shall be no slaughtering
of animals or poultry, nor commercial fish cleaning and processing, on the
premises.
H.
2.

Self-service laundry or cleaning establishment.

Conditional Uses:
A.
General service and repair establishments, including dyeing or
cleaning works or laundry, plumbing and heating, printing, painting,
upholstering or appliance repair.
B.

Restaurant or café, not including drive-in or curb service.

C.

Mortuary.
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167.10 “B-2” GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT. In the “B-2” General Business District,
a building or premises shall be used only for the following purposes (additional regulations,
Section 167.15 - 167.20):
1.

Permissive Uses:
A.

Any permissive use of the “B-1” Neighborhood Business District.

B.

Automobile or trailer display or salesroom.

C.

Bowling alley or billiard parlor.

D.

Business or commercial school.

E.

Dancing or music academy.

F.

Display and salesroom.

G.

Farm implements, sale and repair.

H.
Farm store or feed store, including accessory storage of liquid or
solid fertilizer.
I.

Frozen food locker.

J.

Hotel or motel.

K.

Laboratory, research, experimental or testing.

L.

Milk distributing station.

M.
lot.

Public garage, filling station and automobile repair shop or parking

N.

Radio or television broadcasting station or studio.

O.

Veterinarian, animal hospital or kennel.

P.

Used car, trailer or boat sales or storage lot.

Q.
Dyeing, cleaning, laundry, printing, painting, plumbing, tinsmithing,
tire sales and service, upholstering and other general service or repair
establishments of similar character. Not more than ten (10) percent of the lot
or tract occupied by such establishment shall be used for the open and
unenclosed storage of materials or equipment.
R.

Restaurants.

S.
Dwellings, except the minimum floor space depth of fifty-one
percent (51%) of the street level street side shall be business use.
2.

Conditional Uses:
A.

Drive-in establishment, including theater.

B.

Lumberyard.

C.

Bakery.

D.

Bottling works.

E.
Wholesale establishment or warehouse in a completely enclosed
building except the minimum floor space depth of fifty-one percent (51%) of
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the street level street side shall not be used as such wholesale establishment
or warehouse.
F.

Truck or bus terminal.

G.
Mobile home court in accordance with the provisions of Section
167.15.
H.

Travel trailer camp.

I.

Bar or tavern.
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167.11 “B-3” CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT. In the “B-3” Central Business District,
a building or premises shall be used only for the following purposes (additional regulations,
Section 167.15 - 167.20):
1.

Permissive Uses:
A.

Automobile parking lot or storage or parking garage.

B.

Bank or financial institution.

C.
Dressmaking, tailoring, shoe repairing, repair of household
appliances and bicycles, catering and bakery with sale of bakery products on
the premises and other uses of a similar character.
D.

Mortuary.

E.

Office or office building.

F.
Personal service uses, including barbershop, beauty parlor,
photographic or art studio, messenger, taxicab, newspaper or telegraphic
branch service station, laundry or dry cleaning receiving station and other
uses of a similar character.
G.
Retail store in connection with which there shall be no slaughtering
of animals or poultry, nor commercial fish cleaning and processing, on the
premises.
H.

Theater, not including drive-in theater.

I.

Self-service laundry or cleaning establishment.

J.

Radio or television broadcasting station or studio.

K.
Dwellings, except the minimum floor space depth of fifty-one
percent (51%) of the street level street side shall be business use.

2.

L.

Automobile or trailer display and salesroom.

M.

Bowling alley or billiard parlor.

N.

Business or commercial school.

O.

Dancing or music academy.

P.

Display and salesroom.

Q.

Frozen food locker.

R.

Hotel or motel.

S.

Laboratory, research, experimental or testing.

T.

Public garage, parking lot.

U.

Restaurants.

Conditional Uses:
A.

Automobile service station.

B.

Drive-in establishment, including restaurant and theater.
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C.
Dyeing, cleaning, laundry, printing, painting, plumbing, tinsmithing,
tire sales and service, upholstering and other general service or repair
establishments of similar character. No more than ten (10) percent of the lot
or tract occupied by such establishment shall be used for the open and
unenclosed storage of materials or equipment.
D.

Bottling works.

E.
Wholesale establishment or warehouse in a completely enclosed
building except the minimum floor space depth of fifty-one percent (51%)
of the street level street side shall not be used as such wholesale
establishment or warehouse.
F.

Truck or bus terminal.

G.

Farm implements, sale and repair.

H.

Farm store or feed store.
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167.12 “I-1” LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT. In the “I-1” Light Industrial District a
building or premises shall be subject to the provisions as listed below (additional regulations,
Sections 167.15 – 167.20):
1.

General Regulations:
A.
No building shall be erected, converted, reconstructed or structurally
altered for church, school, institutional or residential purposes, except for
resident watchmen or caretakers employed on the premises.
B.
No premises may be used for auto wrecking, junkyard and similar
storage or salvage; or for extraction of gravel, sand or other raw material.
C.
All uses shall be conducted within an enclosed building, and all
accessory open storage is enclosed in a building or by a concrete or masonry
wall not less than six (6) feet in height.
D.

No premises are used for extraction of raw materials.

E.

Fuel oil storage tanks are placed underground.

F.
No premises are used for bulk storage of oils, petroleum or similar
flammable liquids and chemicals or for the storage of explosives.
G.

No parking shall be permitted in the required front yard.

H.
The front yard shall be landscaped with trees, grass, shrubs or
pedestrian walks and maintained in a neat and attractive condition.
I.
The total ground floor area of buildings shall not exceed forty (40)
percent of the lot area.
2.

The building or premises shall be used only for the following purposes:
A.

Permissive Uses:
(1)

Any permissive use of the “B-1” General Business District.

(2)
A public utility or public service use, building or structure,
including such things as an electric substation, water tower, sanitary
lift station or pipeline regulating station.
B.

Conditional Uses:
(1)

Wholesale merchandising or storage warehouse.

(2)
Manufacture of rugs, mattresses, pillows, quilts, millinery,
hosiery, clothing and fabrics, and printing and finishing of textiles
and fibers into fabric goods.
(3)
Compounding of
pharmaceutical products.

cosmetics,

toiletries,

drugs

and

(4)
Manufacture or assembly of boats, bolts, nuts screws and
rivets, ornamental iron products, firearms, electrical appliances,
tools, dies, machinery and hardware products, sheet metal products
and vitreous enameled metal products.
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(5)
Manufacture or assembly of medical and dental equipment,
drafting, optical and musical instruments, watches, clocks, toys,
games and electrical or electronic apparatus.
(6)
Manufacture or storage of food products, including
beverage blending or bottling, bakery products, candy manufacture,
fruit and vegetable processing and canning, packing and processing
of meat and poultry products, but not distilling of beverages or
slaughtering of poultry or animals.
(7)
Manufacture of boxes, crates, furniture, baskets and other
wood products of a similar nature.
(8)
Generally those light manufacturing uses similar to those
listed in items above which do not create any more danger to health
and safety in surrounding areas and which do not create anymore
offensive noise, vibration, smoke, dust, lint, odors, heat or glare
than that which is generally associated with light industries of the
type specifically permitted.
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167.13 “I-2” GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT. In the “I-2” General Industrial
District a building or premises shall be used only for the following purposes (additional
regulations, Sections 167.15 – 167.20):
1.

Permissive Uses:
A.
Any use permitted in the “B-2” General Business District except
dwellings.
B.
A public utility or public service use, building or structure, including
such things as an electric substation, water tower, sanitary lift station or
pipeline regulating station.

2.

Conditional Uses:
A.

Any use permitted in the “R-2” Apartment District.

B.

Animal hospital or clinic.

C.

Building material, storage and sale.

D.

Storage of flour, feed and grain, grain elevators.

E.

Foundry products manufacture.

F.

Outdoor advertising structure.

G.

Planning and millwork, lumber.

H.

Coal or coke storage.

I.
Railroad passenger station, freight terminal, switching or
classification yard, repair shops, roundhouses, powerhouses, interlocking
towers and fueling, sanding and watering stations.
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167.14 “I-3” HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT. In the “I-3” Heavy Industrial District a
building or premises shall be used only for the following purposes (additional regulations,
Sections 167.15 – 167.20):
1.

Permissive Uses:
A.
Any use permitted in the “I-2” General Industrial District except
dwellings, hospitals, institutions or other buildings used for permanent or
temporary housing of persons except as described in Subsection B below.
B.
Dwellings for resident watchmen and caretakers employed on the
premises.
C.
Any business, commercial or industrial uses except those listed in
conditional uses below which are not likely to create hazards of fire,
explosion, noise, vibration, dust, lint or the emission of smoke, odor or toxic
gases comparable to that produced by uses listed in conditional items below.

2.
Conditional Uses: The following uses having accompanying hazards, such as
fire, explosion, noise, vibration, dust or the emission of smoke, odor or toxic gases
may, if not in conflict with any law or ordinance in the City or the State be located in
the “I-3” Heavy Industrial District only after the location and nature of such use shall
have been approved by the Council after public hearing and report by the Planning
Commission provided in Section 167.23. The Council shall review the plans and
statements and shall not permit such buildings, structures or uses until it has been
shown that the public health, safety, morals and general welfare will be properly
protected and that necessary safeguards will be provided for the protection of
surrounding property and persons. The Council in reviewing the plans and
statements shall consult with other agencies created for the promotion of public
health and safety:
A.

Chemicals, petroleum, coal and allied products.

B.

Acids and derivatives.

C.

Acetylene.

D.

Ammonia.

E.

Carbide.

F.

Caustic soda.

G.

Cellulose and cellulose storage.

H.

Chlorine.

I.
Coke oven products (including fuel gas) and coke oven products
storage.
J.

Creosote.

K.
Distillation, manufacture or refining of coal, tar, asphalt, wood and
bones.
L.
Explosives (including ammunition and fireworks) and explosives
storage.
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M.

Fertilizer (organic).

N.

Fish oils and meal.

O.

Glue, gelatin (animal).

P.

Hydrogen and oxygen.

Q.

Lamp black, carbon black and bone black.

R.

Nitrating of cotton or other materials.

S.
Nitrates (manufactured and natural) of an explosive nature and
storage.
T.
Petroleum, gasoline and lubricating oil refining and wholesale
storage.
U.

Plastic materials and synthetic resins.

V.

Potash.

W.

Pyroxylin.

X.
Rendering and storage of dead animals, offal, garbage or waste
products.
Y.

Turpentine and resin.

Z.

Wells, gas and oil.

AA.

Clay, stone and glass products.
(1)

Brick, firebrick refractories and clay products (coal fired).

(2)

Cement, line, gypsum or plaster of Paris.

(3)
Minerals and earths:
crushing and processing.
BB.

CC.

Quarrying, extracting, grinding,

Food and beverage:
(1)

Fat rendering.

(2)

Fish curing, packing and storage.

(3)

Slaughtering of animals.

(4)

Starch manufacture.

Metals and metal products:
(1)

Aluminum powder and paint manufacture.

(2)

Blast furnace, cupolas.

(3)

Blooming mill.

(4)
Metal and metal ores, reduction, refining, smelting and
alloying.

DD.

(5)

Scrap metal reduction.

(6)

Steel works and rolling mill (ferrous).

Wood and paper products:
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EE.

(1)

Match manufacture.

(2)

Wood pulp and fiber, reduction and processing.

Unclassified industries and uses:
(1)
Hair, hides and raw fur, curing, tanning, dressing, dyeing
and storage.
(2)

Stockyard or commercial feed lot.
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167.15 OTHER USE REGULATIONS.
1.

Special provisions for large-scale residential developments:
A.
Large-scale residential developments, where permitted, are subject to
the following conditions:
(1) The development shall have a minimum area of two (2) acres.
(2) The housing type, minimum lot area, yard, height and accessory
uses shall be determined by the requirements and procedures set out
below, which shall prevail over conflicting requirements of this
chapter or Chapter 165 governing the subdivision of land.
(3) The final development plan shall follow all applicable procedures,
standards and requirements of Chapter 165 governing the subdivision
of land. The final development plan shall be prepared by and have the
seal of an architect or engineer duly registered to practice in this State.
No building permit shall be issued until a final plat of the proposed
development is approved and recorded.
(4) The Planning and Zoning Commission shall review the
conformity of the proposed development with the standards of the
official City plan and recognized principles of civic design, land use
planning and landscape architecture. The minimum yard and
maximum height requirements of the district in which the development
is located shall not apply except that minimum yards shall be provided
around the boundaries of the area being developed. The Planning and
Zoning Commission may impose conditions regarding the layout,
circulation and performance of the proposed development and may
require that appropriate deed restrictions be filed enforceable by the
City for a period of twenty (20) years from date of filing. A plat of
development shall be recorded regardless of whether a subdivision is
proposed and such plat shall show building lines, common land,
streets, easements and other applicable features required by Chapter
165 governing the subdivision of land.
(5) The buildings may be used for single-family dwellings, twofamily dwellings or multiple dwellings and the usual accessory uses.
The number of dwelling units permitted shall be determined by
dividing the net development area by the minimum lot area per
family required by the district or districts in which the area is
located. Net development area shall be determined by subtracting
the area set aside for churches, schools or other nonresidential uses
from the gross development area and deducting twenty (20) percent
of the remainder for streets, regardless of the amount of land
actually required for streets. The area of land set aside for common
open space or recreational use shall be included in determining the
number of dwelling units permitted.
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B.
The Commission may hold one or more public hearings on a final
development plan. The recommendations of the Commission shall be
forwarded to the Council which shall approve or disapprove the action of the
Commission with or without modification and after public hearing. After
approval by Council and after any required restrictions are in effect, the
building official may issue permits enabling the approved final development
plan to be carried out.

2.
Accessory buildings and uses are permitted when in accordance with the
following:
A.
In the R, RC, R-1, R-1A and R-2 districts, accessory buildings and
uses are limited to:
(1) A noncommercial greenhouse that does not exceed in floor area
of twenty-five (25) percent of the ground floor area of the main
building.
(2) A private residential garage used only for the housing of
noncommercial passenger automobiles and with a floor area of not
exceeding eight hundred fifty (850) square feet. An additional floor
area of two hundred (200) square feet may be provided for each
three thousand (3,000) square feet of lot area by which such lot
exceeds seven thousand five hundred (7,500) square feet, provided
that no garage shall exceed one thousand two hundred fifty (1,250)
square feet, nor house more than five (5) such automobiles.
(3) Home occupation.
(4) Vegetable or flower garden.
(5) Raising and keeping of small animals and fowl, but not on a
commercial basis or on a scale objectionable to neighboring
property owners.
(6) Tennis court, swimming pool, garden house, pergola, ornamental
gate, barbecue oven, fireplace and similar uses customarily accessory
to residential uses.
(7) Accessory buildings must be a building so designed for such use.
The building shall consist of wood or metal but should not include a
structure that was designed for some other primary use and shall not
be converted to a utility building. The use of old truck boxes or
railroad cars is prohibited as use of a utility or storage shed.
B.

In the business and industrial districts, there may also be:
(1) Parking lots and garages conforming with the requirements of
Section 167.19.
(2) Use of not to exceed forty (40) percent of the floor area of a
building for incidental storage or light industrial activity.

C.
There shall be the following additional regulations for accessory
buildings:
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(1) No accessory building shall be constructed upon a lot until the
construction of the main building has been actually commenced, and
no accessory building shall be used unless the main building on the
lot is also being used. However, nothing shall prevent the use of a
temporary construction shed or road wagon for the storage of tools,
material and equipment by a contractor during the building
construction.
(2) No accessory building may be erected in front of a main building
unless the accessory building is attached to the main building by a
common wall.
(3) Accessory buildings may not be used for dwelling purposes.

3.

Regulations regarding screening and vision clearance shall be as follows:
A.
Statement of Purpose. This subsection is established to recognize the
public and private benefits accrued from functional and aesthetic screening
between areas of incompatible land uses, the increasing demand for active
and passive recreational area, the desirability of providing visual screening
of certain parking lot, commercial, and manufacture areas, and the necessity
of providing adequate vehicular vision clearance.
B.
Off-street Parking and Loading Areas. All open off-street parking
areas containing more than three (3) spaces, and all open off-street loading
areas shall have effective screening on each side adjoining or fronting on
any residence district or any public or private street.
C.
District Boundary Lines. Any property located in a commercial or
manufacturing district shall have effective screening along lot lines
adjoining any residence district, said screening to be not less than six (6) feet
in height, nor more than eight (8) feet in height.
D.

Fence Requirements.
(1) Permit Required. There will be a fee set by resolution of the
Council for a fence permit. Application for a fence permit shall
include a complete site plan of the lot and the proposed fence, with
the height of desired fence included.
(2) In any special or residential district, fences may be erected along
a lot line or adjacent thereto to a height not exceeding six feet above
the ground level. Fences erected in a required front or street side
yard and located less than four feet from the street lot line shall not
exceed a height greater than four feet above the ground level,
provided, however, that within ten feet of any driveway crossing of
a street lot line, any fencing shall not exceed two feet in height.
(3) Fences will not be allowed in a drainage way. If a fence is
requested to be put on an easement, the property owner must have
permission from the Building Official and holder of the easement.
(4) In any commercial or manufacturing district, no required
fencing shall be erected along a lot line or adjacent thereto to a
height exceeding eight (8) feet above the ground level.
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E.
Exemptions. The Zoning Administrator may modify the provisions
for the requirement of screening when suitable screening exists on abutting
property or when such officer determines that such modifications for
screening shall be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this
subsection. The Zoning Administrator may also modify the provisions for
the requirement of vision clearance when such officer determines that such
modifications shall be consistent with traffic safety and shall be in harmony
with the general purpose and intent of this subsection.

4.

Regulations regarding mobile homes shall be as follows:
A.
All inhabited mobile homes shall be located in a mobile home court
which has received a conditional use permit and which conforms with the
requirements of the following paragraph. No mobile home outside of an
approved mobile home court shall be connected to utilities except those
mobile homes being offered for sale and then only on a lot so designated as
a mobile home sales business with such mobile home not inhabited.
B.

Mobile home courts shall meet the following minimum standards:
(1)
Each lot provided for the occupancy of a single mobile
home unit shall have an area of not less than five thousand (5,000)
square feet and a width of not less than fifty (50) feet, and no court
shall be permitted an average density of mobile home lots of more
than eight (8) per acre, and each mobile home court shall provide an
area of not less than ten (10) acres.
(2)
All mobile home courts shall provide lots sufficient in size
that no mobile home or any structure, addition or appurtenance
thereto is located less than ten (10) feet from the nearest adjacent
court boundary.
(3)
Space between mobile homes may be used for the parking of
motor vehicles if the space is clearly designated and the vehicle is
parked at least ten (10) feet from the nearest adjacent court boundary.
(4)
Each mobile home site shall abut or face a clear unoccupied
space, driveway, roadway, or street of not less than twenty (20) feet
in width, which shall have unobstructed access to a public highway,
street or alley.
(5)
The mobile home court shall be surrounded by a landscaped
strip of open space fifty (50) feet wide along the street frontage of a
major street and twenty-five (25) feet wide along all other lot lines
or street frontage.

C.
All mobile homes located within the City limits of Le Mars, Iowa,
shall be required to have tiedowns to restrict over-turning and movement off
their piers to meet the following requirements and specifications:
(1)

Piers and Footings.
(a)
All piers shall be placed on footings of solid concrete
with minimum dimensions of sixteen (16) inches by sixteen
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(16) inches by four (4) inches or two (2) eight (8) inch by
sixteen (16) inch solid concrete block.
(b)
Piers shall be constructed of standard eight (8) inch
by eight (8) inch by sixteen (16) inch celled concrete.
(c)
Piers shall be topped with a solid concrete cap eight
(8) inches by sixteen (16) inches by four (4) inches.
(d)
Treated shims shall be driven tight between the cap
and the main frame to provide uniform bearing. These
shims shall be impervious to salt air and to rot. They shall
be four (4) inches or less in thickness and be wide enough
to provide bearing over the top cap.
(e)
Other types of piers and foundations of equivalent
permanence and weight bearing ability may be approved.
The use of a heavy metal adjustable column, anchored to
both frame and foundation, may also be approved.
(f)
Piers shall be centered under each main frame (or
chassis) member with a maximum spacing of ten (10) feet
on centers. The end piers shall be no farther than five (5)
feet from the ends of the mobile home.
(2)
Tiedown Anchorage Requirements. (Tie down components
utilized including anchor systems must be able to withstand at least
four thousand eight hundred (4,800) pounds without failure.)
Wind Velocity
Miles Per Hour

Number of
Frame Ties

Number of
Over-the-Top
Ties

30-50 Ft. Long

90

5

4

50-60 Ft. Long

90

6

4

60-70 Ft. Long

90

7

4

10 and 12 Ft. Wide
Mobile Homes

12 and 14 Ft. Wide
Mobile Homes

(a)
Over-the-top tiedowns shall be positioned at stud
and rafter locations near each end of the mobile home.
Others, if needed, may be positioned between them.
(b)
Wherever feasible, over-the-top tiedowns and frame
ties directly beneath them may use the same anchors.
Mobile homes with clerestory roofs are particularly
vulnerable to high winds. Over-the-top tiedowns at each end
of the clerestory section are required in addition to the
anchorage presented in the above table.
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(c)
All ties shall be fastened to ground anchors as
described in subparagraph (3) below and be drawn tight
with galvanized turnbuckles or with a yoke-type fastener
and tensioning device. Turnbuckles shall have a capacity to
withstand a four thousand eight hundred (4,800) pound
tension without failure and shall be ended with jaws or
forged or welded eyes. Turnbuckles with hook ends are not
approved.
(d)
All cable ends shall be secured with at least two (2)
U-bolt type cable clamps or other fastening device as
approved by the enforcing officials.
(e)
Cable used for this shall be of either galvanized steel
or stainless steel having a breaking strength greater than four
thousand eight hundred (4,800) pounds. Cable shall be either
seven-thirty-seconds (7/32) inch diameter or greater (7 x 7)
steel cable or one-fourth (1/4) inch diameter or greater (7 x
19) aircraft cable.
(f)
When flat steel strapping is used, it must be in
accordance with Federal Specification QQ-S-781, i.e., 11/4 x
.035", Type 1, Class B Grade 1 with breaking strength of
the strapping.
(g)
Steel strapping used for ties must terminate with a
D-ring, bolt, or other fastening device which will not cause
distortion of the band or reduce the breaking strength of the
strapping.
(h)
Wherever feasible, care should be taken to evenly
space the frame ties and over-the-top tiedowns. They should
not be bunched together.
(i)
Sharp edges of the mobile home that would tend to
cut the cable or strap over-the-top tiedowns must be
protected by a suitable device which prevents such cutting
when the mobile home is buffeted by the wind. Likewise,
special adapters need to be installed to prevent the cable or
strap from knifing through the mobile home.
(j)
Connection of cable frame tie to the I-beam (or other
shape) main structural frame member should be by a fiveeighths (5/8) inch drop forged closed eye, bolted through a
hole drilled through the center of the I-beam. A washer, or
equivalent, should be used so that the beam is sufficiently
fish-plated around the hole. If steel strapping is used, care
should be exercised to insure that minimum bending radius is
adhered to so that the breaking strength of the strapping is not
reduced.
(k)
Frame ties should be the connection between the
anchor and the steel I-beam (or other shape) main structural
frame member which runs lengthwise beneath the mobile
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home. Frame ties should never be connected to any of the
steel outrigger beams which fasten to and intersect the main
I-beams at right angles. The outriggers do not have adequate
structural strength to resist the frame tie loadings.
(3)

Anchors.
(a)
Ground anchors should be aligned so that they are
close to a pier. They should also be situated immediately
below the outer wall to also accommodate over-the-top ties
as well as frame ties.
(b)
Anchors shall be capable of withstanding four
thousand eight hundred (4,800) pounds of pull (in a vertical
or diagonal direction) without failure.
(c)
Augers shall have a minimum diameter of six (6)
inches (arrow-heads 8") and be sunk to a depth of at least
four (4) feet. Steel rods shall be at least five- eighths (5/8)
inch diameter with a forged or welded eye at top or with a
yoke-type fastening and tensioning device.
(d)
Deadman anchors shall be sunk to a depth of five
(5) feet and have a minimum length of two (2) feet and a
diameter of at least six (6) inches. Celled concrete blocks
are not approved. Solid steel rods shall be at least fiveeighths (5/8) inch diameter with the bottom nooked into the
concrete deadman.
(e)
Anchors to reinforced concrete slabs must be of
strength comparable to that presented above.

(4)
Compliance. When it appears that a person is in
noncompliance with the provisions of this section said person shall
be served with notice of noncompliance and be given sixty (60)
days in which to achieve compliance.
(5)
Penalty. Any person served with notice of noncompliance
with the provisions of this section and who fails to be in compliance
with the provision of said section within sixty (60) days of the
service of notice of noncompliance shall be in violation of this Code
of Ordinances.
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167.16 HEIGHT REGULATIONS.
1.
Maximum height limits established for buildings and structures are as
follows:

2.

A.

Thirty-five (35) feet in the R, RC, R-1, R-1A and R-2 Districts.

B.

Forty-five (45) feet in the B-1 and I-1 Districts.

C.

Seventy-five (75) feet in the B-2, B-3 and I-2 Districts.

The above height limits may be exceeded in the following instances:
A.
Public, semi-public, or public service buildings, hospitals,
institutions, agricultural buildings, or schools when permitted in a district,
may be erected to a height not exceeding one hundred ten (110) feet, and
churches and temples may be erected to a height not exceeding seventy-five
(75) feet if the building is set back from each yard line at least one foot for
each foot of additional building height above the height limit otherwise
permitted in the district in which the building is built.
B.
Television and radio towers, church spires, belfries, monuments,
tanks, water and fire towers, stage towers or scenery lofts, cooling towers,
ornamental towers and spires, chimneys, elevator bulkheads, stacks,
conveyors and flagpoles may be erected to such height as may be authorized
by the Council.
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167.17 YARD REGULATIONS.
1.
Minimum Yard Requirements. The following minimum yards measured in
feet, shall be provided within the districts indicated:

District

Front
Yard

Side
Yard

Rear
Yard

R

50

20

50

RC

50

20

50

R-1

25*

**

30

R-1A

25*

**

30

R-2

25*

**

30

B-1

25

**

20

B-2

25

(1)

(2)

B-3

None

(1)

(2)

I-1

40(3)

(1)

25

I-2

25(3)

(1)

(2)

I-3

None(3)

(1)

(2)

* 20-foot setback allowed for portions of lots fronting on a cul-de-sac in subdivisions
platted after Oct. 1, 1993, unless other restrictions apply.
** 8 feet-one story, 10 feet anything more than one story.
(1) None required except on a lot abutting a lot in a residential district in which case a side
yard of ten (10) feet shall be provided.
(2) None required except on a lot abutting a lot in a residential district in which case a rear
yard of twenty-five (25) feet shall be provided.
(3) In all industrial districts, sufficient front yard shall be required as necessary to simulate a
minimum street right-of-way width of eighty (80) feet regardless of the actual street
right-of-way. No buildings or structures may be placed closer to the street right-of-way
than that to meet the above requirement.

Whenever a lot abuts upon a public alley, one-half (1/2) of the alley width may be
considered as a portion of the required rear yard, for the purpose of side yard
regulations, a two-family dwelling or multiple dwelling shall be considered as one
building occupying one lot.
2.
Additional Requirements. The following additional yard requirements must
also be observed:
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A.
On lots fronting on two (2) nonintersecting streets, a front yard must
be provided on both streets.
B.
On corner lots there must be a front yard on both streets. On corner
lots that are lots of record the buildable width cannot be reduced to less than
twenty-eight (28) feet, except that there shall be a yard along the side street
side of such a lot of at least five (5) feet.
C.
Where a frontage is divided among districts with different front yard
requirements, the deepest front yard required shall apply to the entire
frontage.
D.
In the business and industrial districts there may be more than one
building on a lot provided that the required yards be maintained around the
group of buildings.
E.
There may be two (2) or more related multi-family buildings on a
lot; provided that:
(1)
The required yards be maintained around the group of
buildings; and
(2)
Buildings that are parallel or that are within forty-five (45)
degrees of being parallel be separated by a horizontal distance that
is at least equal to the height of the highest building.
F.
Those parts of existing buildings that violate yard regulations may
be repaired and remodeled, but not reconstructed or structurally altered.
G.
Required front yard shall be devoted entirely to landscaped area
except for guest parking and the necessary paving of driveways and
sidewalks to reach parking or loading areas in the side or rear yard.
H.
Where an official line has been established for the future widening
or opening of a street or major thoroughfare upon which a lot abuts, then the
depth of a front or side yard shall be measured from such official line to the
nearest line of the building.

3.
Exceptions to Yard Requirements. The following exceptions may be made
to the yard requirements:
A.
Where, on the effective date of this chapter, thirty (30) percent or
more of a block front was occupied by two (2) or more buildings, then the
front yard is established in the following manner:
(1)
Where the building farthermost from the street provides a
front yard not more than ten (10) feet deeper than the building
closest to the street, then the front yard for the frontage is and
remains an average of the then existing front yards.
(2)
Where this (1) above is not the case and a lot is within one
hundred (100) feet of a building on each side, then the front yard is
a line drawn from the closest front corners of these two (2) adjacent
buildings.
(3)
Where neither (1) nor (2) above is the case, and the lot is
within one hundred (100) feet of an existing building on one side
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only, then the front yard is the same as that of the existing adjacent
building.
B.
Sills, belt courses, window air-conditioning units, chimneys,
cornices, and ornamental features may project into a required yard a
distance not to exceed twenty-four (24) inches.
C.
Filling station pumps and pump islands may occupy required yards,
provided, however, that they are not less than fifteen (15) feet from all lot
lines.
D.
Open fire escapes, fireproof outside stairways and balconies opening
upon fire towers, and the ordinary projections of chimneys and flues into a
rear yard for a distance of not more than three and one-half (31/2) feet when so
placed as to not obstruct light and ventilation may be permitted by the
building official.
E.
No side yards are required where dwellings are erected above
commercial and industrial structures except such side yard as may be
required for a commercial or industrial building on the side of a lot
adjoining a residential district.
F.
Accessory buildings may be located in a rear yard but may not
occupy more than thirty (30) percent of a rear yard.
G.
Any accessory building closer than ten (10) feet to a main building
shall be considered as part of the main building and shall be provided with
the side and rear yards required for the main building.
H.
An accessory building more than ten (10) feet from a main building
may be erected within two (2) feet of a side or rear lot line, but must be
located at least sixty (60) feet from the front lot line.
I.
Where a garage is entered from an alley, it must be kept ten (10)
feet from the alley line.
J.
Wood decks may encroach within the side and rear yards, but in no
case shall the side yard be less than five (5) feet and the rear yard be less
than fifteen (15) feet. Side yard decks shall have railings no greater than
three (3) feet. Rear yards shall have railings no greater than six (6) feet.
Ornamental features are permissible.
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167.18 DENSITY REGULATIONS.
1.
Minimum Lot Area and Width. The following minimum lot areas and lot
widths must be provided in the districts indicated.

District

Lot
Width
(feet)

Lot Area
(sq. ft.)

Lot Area per
Single-Family
Dwelling
(sq. ft.)

Lot Area Per
Two-Family
Dwelling
(sq. ft.)

Lot Area
Per Multiple
Dwelling
(sq. ft.)

R

150

43,560

43,560

7,500(4)

7,500(3)

RC

150

43,560

R-1

60

7,500

7,500

4,500

4,500(5)

R-1A

60

7,500

7,500

4,500

4,500

R-2

60

7,500

7,500

3,750

2,500(1)

B-1

None

None

N/A

3,750

2,500(1)

B-2

None

None

N/A

3,000

2,000(2)

B-3

None

None

N/A

N/A

1,500

I-1

None

15,000

I-2

None

None

7,500

I-3

None

None

None

Dwellings Prohibited

Dwellings Prohibited
3,750

2,500(1)

Resident Watchman Only
Each Additional
Unit Thereafter

First Four Units
( 1 ) 2 , 5 0 0

s q .

f t .

1 , 5 0 0

s q .

f t .

( 2 ) 2 , 0 0 0

s q .

f t .

1 , 5 0 0

s q .

f t .

( 3 ) 7 , 5 0 0

s q .

f t .

2 , 5 0 0

s q .

f t .

( 4 ) 7 , 5 0 0

s q .

f t .

7 , 5 0 0

s q .

f t .

( 5 ) 7,500 sq. ft. 4,500 sq. ft. (3), (4) and (5) –
Apply to large scale developments only.

2.
Exceptions to Lot Area and Width Requirements. The minimum lot area and
lot width requirements established above may be modified as follows:
A.
Where a lot of record at the time of the effective date of this chapter
has less area or width than herein required in the district in which it is located,
and the owner of such lot does not own any other parcel or tract adjacent
thereto, said lot may nevertheless be used for a one-family dwelling or for any
nondwelling use permitted in the district in which it is located.
B.
Existing buildings that are in violation of lot area requirements may
be remodeled or repaired, but may not be reconstructed or structurally
altered unless made to conform to these requirements.

CODE OF ORDINANCES, LE MARS, IOWA
- 1075 -

CHAPTER 167

ZONING REGULATIONS
C.
Lot area per family requirements shall not apply to dormitories,
fraternities, sororities, nursing homes or other similar group quarters where
no cooking facilities are provided in individual rooms or apartments.
D.
In the R District, the minimum lot area per family may be reduced to
twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and the lot width to one hundred (100)
feet where public water service is available but where there is no public sewer
service or to fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet and eighty (80) feet,
respectively, where both public water and public sewer services are available.
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167.19 OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING REGULATIONS.

1.
Off-street Parking Requirements. Off-street parking spaces shall be provided
as follows:
A.

Dwellings:
(1)

One space for each dwelling unit.

(2)
Multiple dwellings: one and one-half (11/2) spaces for each
dwelling unit. In the event of an uneven number of dwelling units,
the number of required spaces shall be rounded off to the next
highest number.
B.
Restaurant: one space for each one hundred (100) square feet of
floor area or one space for each three (3) permanent seats whichever is
greater.
C.
Rooming and boardinghouses, sororities and fraternities: one space
for each two hundred (200) square feet of floor area.
D.
Private club or lodge: one space for each four hundred (400) square
feet of floor area.
E.
Church or temple: one space for each three (3) seats in the main
auditorium.
F.
School: for high schools, colleges and universities, ten (10) spaces
per classroom; for elementary schools, two (2) spaces per classroom.
G.

Hospital: two (2) spaces for each bed.

H.
Sanitarium, nursing home or institutional home: one space for each
three (3) beds.
I.
Funeral homes: ten (10) spaces for each chapel, plus one for each
funeral home vehicle, plus one for each family residing on the premises.
J.
Auditoriums, theaters and other places of public assembly: one
space for each four (4) seats.
K.
Community center, library, museum or similar public or semi-public
building: one space for each three hundred (300) square feet of floor area in
the building.
L.
Hotel or motel: five (5) spaces plus one space for each sleeping
room or suite.
M.
Medical office building: buildings in which twenty (20) percent or
more of the gross area is occupied by members of the healing profession,
one space for each one hundred (100) square feet of the gross area used for
this purpose.
N.
Manufacturing of industrial establishment, research or testing
laboratory, creamery, bottling plant, warehouse or other similar
establishments: two (2) spaces for every three (3) employees on the
maximum shift, plus space to accommodate all trucks and other vehicles
used in connection therewith.
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O.
All nonresidential buildings, except those above specified: one
space for each two hundred (200) square feet of floor area.

2.
Rules for Computing Parking Spaces. In computing the number of required
parking spaces, the following rules shall apply:
A.
Floor area shall mean the gross floor area of the specific use,
excluding any floor or portion thereof used for parking, as herein defined.
B.
Where fractional spaces result, the parking spaces required shall be
the nearest whole number.
C.
In the case of mixed uses, the parking spaces required shall equal
the sum of the requirements of the various uses computed separately.
D.
Whenever a building or use constructed or established after January
1, 1960 is changed or enlarged in floor area, number of employees, number
of dwelling units, seating capacity or otherwise, parking spaces shall be
provided on the basis of the enlargement or change. Whenever a building or
use existing prior to January 1, 1960 is reconstructed or is enlarged to the
extent of twenty (20) percent or more in floor area said building or use in its
entirety shall then and thereafter comply with the parking requirements set
forth herein. Any enlargement or change in use of less than twenty (20)
percent of the gross floor area shall be provided with parking based on the
enlargement or change.
3.
Location of Required Parking Spaces. All parking spaces required herein
shall be located as follows:
A.
The parking spaces required for residential buildings or uses shall
be located on the same lot with the building or use served except within the
B-3 District which shall comply with the three hundred (300) foot
requirement hereinafter set forth. The parking spaces required for any other
building or use may be located on an area within three hundred (300) feet
of said building and two (2) or more owners of buildings may join together
in providing the required parking spaces. Where the required parking
spaces are not located on the same lot with the building or use served, the
usage of the lot or tract upon which said parking spaces are provided shall
be restricted by an instrument of record describing the premises for which
said parking is provided and assuring the retention of such parking so long
as required by this chapter.
B.
No parking spaces may be located in a front yard in any residential
district.
4.
Minimum Improvement and Maintenance Standards. All open parking areas
provided in compliance with this chapter shall be surfaced with a durable, dustproof
surface consisting of concrete, bituminous concrete, or compacted gravel or crushed
stone properly sealed and surface treated as approved by designated engineering
personnel of the City. The parking areas shall be maintained in a usable dustproof
condition and graded and drained to dispose of all surface water. Whenever lighting is
provided, it shall be so hooded or shielded as to reflect the light away from abutting or
neighboring property including public rights-of-way. One standard tree of at least three
(3) inch diameter shall be planted on the lot for each ten (10) parking spaces.
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The location of each parking space and the direction of movement along the access
driveways shall be indicated by painting upon the surface of the lot. A structurally
sound wall or other abutment shall be installed and so placed around each side of the
parking lot to insure that no part of an automobile either extends over or is capable
of accidentally rolling across the property line of the parking lot.
5.
Off-street Loading Requirements. There shall be provided at the time any
building is erected or structurally altered off-street loading space in accordance with
the following requirements:
A.
Office buildings, apartments, apartment hotels, motels and hotels. One
space for each five thousand (5,000) to fifty thousand (50,000) square feet of
gross floor area; two (2) spaces for each fifty thousand (50,000) to two hundred
thousand (200,000) square feet of gross floor area; one additional space for
each seventy-five thousand (75,000) square feet of gross floor area above two
hundred thousand (200,000) square feet.
B.
Retail or service establishment or wholesale commercial use. One
space for each two thousand (2,000) to twenty thousand (20,000) square feet
of gross floor area; two (2) spaces for each twenty thousand (20,000) to one
hundred thousand (100,000) square feet of gross floor area; one additional
space for each seventy-five thousand (75,000) square feet of gross floor area
above one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet.
C.
Manufacturing or industrial use. One space for each ten thousand
(10,000) square feet of floor area or fraction thereof in excess of five
thousand (5,000) square feet.
D.
In all cases where the off-street loading space is located in a manner
that a truck must back directly from a major street into a loading space, a
maneuvering space of not less than fifty (50) feet shall be provided on the
lot on which the industrial use is located.
6.
Exception to Parking and Loading Requirements. The above off-street
parking and loading requirements shall not be required for any use in the “B-3”
Central Business District, except residential dwellings, in which case off-street
parking shall be provided on the basis of one parking space per dwelling unit.
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167.20 NONCONFORMING USES.
1.
The lawful use of a building existing at the time of the adoption of the
original zoning ordinance (March 8, 1962) or at the time of a change in the district
classification may be continued even though such use does not conform with the
provisions thereof. If no structural alterations are made, a nonconforming use of a
building may be changed to another nonconforming use of the same or more
restricted classification, but whenever a nonconforming use is changed to a more
restricted use or to a conforming use, it shall not thereafter be changed to a less
restricted use.
2.
The nonconforming use of a building may be extended throughout those
parts thereof which were manifestly arranged or designed therefor prior to adoption
of this chapter.
3.
No building which has been damaged by fire, explosion, act of God, or the
public enemy to the extent of more than sixty (60) percent of its reproduction value
shall be restored except in conformity with the district regulations.
4.
In the event that the nonconforming use of a building or premises in a
residence district is discontinued for a period of two (2) years or more, such building
or premises shall thereafter be used only in conformity with the regulations of the
district in which it is located.
5.
The casual, intermittent, temporary, or illegal use of land or buildings shall
not be sufficient to establish the existence of a nonconforming use and the existence
of a nonconforming use on a part of a lot or tract shall not be construed to establish
a nonconforming use on the entire lot or tract.
6.
Whether a nonconforming use exists shall be a question of fact and shall be
decided by the Zoning Board of Adjustment after public notice and hearing and in
accordance with the rules of the Board.
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167.21 ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT.

1.
A Zoning Board of Adjustment is hereby created. The Zoning Board of
Adjustment shall consist of five (5) members appointed by the Mayor and approved
by the Council, each to be appointed for a term of five (5) years, excepting that when
the Board shall first be created one member shall be appointed for a term of five (5)
years, one for a term of four (4) years, one for a term of three (3) years, one for a term
of two (2) years, and one for a term of one year. Members shall be removable for
cause by the Mayor and Council upon written charges and after public hearing.
Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term of any member whose term becomes
vacant.
2.
The Zoning Board of Adjustment shall adopt rules for the conduct of its
business, establish a quorum and procedure, and keep a public record of all findings
and decisions. Meetings of the Board shall be held at the call of the Chairperson and
at such other times as the Board may determine. Each session of the Zoning Board
of Adjustment, at which is exercised any powers granted under this section, shall be
a public meeting with public notice of said meeting and business to be published in a
newspaper of general circulation in the City, at least one time seven (7) days prior to
the meeting. Not less than seven (7) days before said meeting, the City Clerk shall
send a copy of the notice of said meeting and business, by certified mail, to the
owners of the property included in any proposed change and to those owners
immediately adjacent in the rear thereof extending the depth of one lot or not to
exceed two hundred (200) feet therefrom and to those owners directly opposite
thereto, extending the depth of one lot or not to exceed two hundred (200) feet from
the street frontage of such opposite lots, at the address as shown by the records of the
County Auditor. If a property is shown to be in the name of more than one owner at
the same mailing address, a single notice may be mailed, addressed to all owners at
that address. Failure to receive a mailed notice is not a defense to the proposed
change.
3.
An appeal may be taken to the Zoning Board of Adjustment by any person,
group or organization, public or private, affected by a decision of the building
official. Such appeal shall be taken within such time as prescribed by the Board by
general rule, by filing with the building official a notice of appeal, specifying the
grounds thereof. A fee set by resolution of the Council, plus publication cost, shall
accompany all notices of appeals. The building official shall forthwith transmit to
the Board all the papers constituting the record upon which the action appealed
from was taken.
4.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment shall have the following powers:
A.
To hear and decide appeals, where it is alleged there is an error in
any order, requirement, decision or determination made by the building
official in the enforcement of this chapter, and may affirm or reverse, in
whole or part, said decision of the enforcement officer.
B.
To hear requests for variances from the literal provisions of the zoning
regulations in instances where strict enforcement of the zoning regulations
would cause undue hardship due to circumstances unique to the individual
property under consideration, and grant such variances only when it is
demonstrated that such action will be in keeping with the spirit and intent
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of the provisions of the zoning regulations. The Zoning Board of Adjustment
shall not permit, as a variance, any use in a zone that is not permitted under the
chapter. The Zoning Board of Adjustment may impose conditions in the
granting of a variance to insure compliance and to protect adjacent property.
C.
To hold public hearings on and decide the following exceptions to
or variations of this chapter:
(1)
To permit the extension of a district where the boundary
line thereof divides a lot held in a single ownership at the time of
adoption of this chapter.
(2)
Interpret the provisions of this chapter in such a way as to
carry out the intent and purpose of the plan, as shown upon the
zoning district map where the street layout on the ground varies
from the street layout as shown on this map.
(3)
Classify commercial or industrial uses not specifically listed
in this chapter.
(4)
Permit reconstruction of a nonconforming building
otherwise prohibited by Subsection 167.20(3) where such action
would not constitute continuation of a monopoly.
(5)
Vary the yard regulations where there is an exceptional or
unusual physical condition of a lot, not generally prevalent in the
neighborhood, which condition when related to the yard regulations
of this chapter would prevent a reasonable or sensible arrangement
of buildings on the lot.
(6)
Vary the parking regulations by not more than fifty (50)
percent where it is conclusively shown that the specific use of a
building would make unnecessary the parking spaces otherwise
required by this ordinance.
D.
To hear and decide upon applications for conditional use permits
specifically listed in the district regulations of this chapter. Before
authorizing the issuance of such a conditional use permit, the Board may
impose such conditions as will, in the Board’s judgment, insure that:
(1)
The establishment, maintenance or operation of the
conditional use will not be detrimental to or endanger the public
health, safety, morals, comfort or general welfare.
(2)
The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and
enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the
purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminish and impair
property values within the neighborhood.
(3)
The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the
normal and orderly development and improvement of surrounding
property for uses permitted in the district.
(4)
Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, and/or other
necessary facilities will be provided.
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(5)
Adequate measures will be taken to provide ingress and
egress so designed as to minimize traffic congestion in the public
streets.
(6)
The conditional use shall in all other respects conform to
the applicable regulations of the district in which it is located and
the Board shall find that there is a public necessity for the
conditional use.
5.
Decisions of the Board in respect to the above shall be subject to appeal to
the District Court of Plymouth County within thirty (30) days after the filing of the
decision in the office of the Board.

167.22 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT.

1.
It shall be the duty of the person designated by the Mayor as building
official to administer and enforce the regulations contained herein.
2.
No building shall be undertaken without a building permit and without an
occupancy permit as required by this section. Application for a building permit shall
be accompanied by a lot plat in duplicate, drawn to scale, showing the name of
applicant, the actual dimensions of the lot to be built upon as shown by a survey, the
size, shape and location of the building to be erected, and such other information as
may be necessary for the enforcement of this chapter. A record of applications and lot
plats shall be kept in the office of the building official.
Subsequent to the effective date of this chapter no change in the use or occupancy of
land, or in the use or occupancy of an existing building other than for single-family
dwelling purposes, shall be made, nor shall any new building be occupied until a
certificate of occupancy has been issued by the building official. Such certificate of
occupancy shall state that the new occupancy complies with all provisions of this
chapter.
No permit for excavation for, or the erection or alteration of, any building, except
for farm buildings, shall be issued before application has been made and approved
for a certificate of occupancy and compliance, and no such building or premises
shall be occupied until such certificate and permit is issued.
A record of all certificates of occupancy shall be kept on file in the office of the
building official.
167.23 AMENDMENTS.

1.
The City Council may from time to time, on its own motion or on petition,
amend, supplement, change, modify or repeal by ordinance the boundaries of districts
or regulations, or restrictions herein established. Any proposed amendment,
supplement, change, modification or repeal shall first be submitted to the City
Planning and Zoning Commission for its recommendations and report. If the City
Planning and Zoning Commission makes no written report to the City Council within
thirty (30) days, it shall be considered to have made a report approving the proposed
amendment, supplement, modifications or change.
After the written
recommendations and report of the City Planning and Zoning Commission have been
filed, the City Council shall before enacting any proposed amendment, supplement,
change, modification or repeal, hold a public hearing in relation thereto, giving at
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least seven (7) and no more than twenty (20) days’ notice of the time and place of
such hearing, which notice shall first be published in a newspaper having a general
circulation in the City of Le Mars, Iowa. In addition thereto, the City Clerk shall send
a copy of the proposed amendment, supplement, change, modification or repeal by
certified mail to the owners of the properties included in such proposed change and to
those owners of properties immediately adjacent to the properties included in such
proposed change extending the depth of one lot or not to exceed two hundred (200)
feet therefrom and to those owners directly opposite thereto, extending the depth of
one lot or not to exceed two hundred (200) feet from the street frontage of said
property included in such proposed change to said opposite property. The mailings to
the above said property owners shall be addressed as shown by the records of the
Plymouth County, Iowa, Auditor, and they shall be placed by the City Clerk in a U.S.
mail depository in Le Mars, Iowa, not less than seven (7) and no more than twenty
(20) days before the above said public hearing. If a property is shown to be in the
name more than one owner at the same mailing address, a single notice may be
mailed addressed to all owners at that address. Failure to receive a mailed notice is
not a defense to the proposed change.
If the City Planning and Zoning Commission recommends against, or if a protest
against such proposed amendment, supplement, change, modification or repeal shall
be presented in writing to the City Clerk, duly signed and acknowledged by the
owners of twenty (20) percent or more, either of the area of the lot included in such
proposed change, or of those immediately adjacent thereto extending the depth of one
lot or not to exceed two hundred (200) feet therefrom or of those directly opposite
thereto, extending the depth of one lot or not to exceed two hundred (200) feet from
the street frontage of the property included in the proposed change to such opposite
lots such amendment, supplement, change, modification or repeal shall not become
effective except by the favorable vote of three-fourths (3/4) of the members of the City
Council.
2.
Before an action shall be taken as provided in this section, any private party or
parties proposing a change in the zoning regulations or district boundaries shall deposit
with the City Treasurer a sum set by Council resolution to cover the approximate cost
of this procedure, and under no condition shall said sum or any part thereof be
refunded for failure of said change to be adopted by the City Council.

167.24 INTERPRETATION.
1.
In interpreting and applying the provisions of this chapter, they shall be
held to be the minimum requirements for the promotion of the public safety, health,
convenience, comfort, morals, prosperity and general welfare. It is not intended by
this chapter to interfere with or abrogate or annul any easements, covenants or other
agreements between parties, except that if this chapter imposes a greater restriction,
this chapter shall control.
2.
A district name or letter-number combination shown on the district map
indicates that the regulations pertaining to the district designated by that name or
letter-number combination extend throughout the whole area in the municipality
bounded by the district boundary lines within which such name or letter-number
combination is shown or indicated, except as otherwise provided by this section.
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3.
Where uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries of the various
districts as shown on the map accompanying and made a part of this chapter, the
following rules shall apply:
A.
In cases where a boundary line is given a position within a street or
alley or nonnavigable stream, it shall be deemed to be in the center of the
street, alley or stream and if the actual location of such street, alley or
stream varies slightly from the location as shown on the district map, then
the actual location shall control.
B.
In cases where a boundary line is shown as being located a specific
distance from a street line or other physical feature, this distance shall
control.
C.
In cases where a boundary line is shown adjoining or coincident with a
railroad, it shall be deemed to be in the center of the railroad right-of-way and
distances measured from the nearest rail of the designated track.
D.
Where the district boundaries are not otherwise indicated and where the
property has been or may hereafter be divided into blocks and lots, the district
boundaries shall be construed to be the lot lines, and where the districts
designated on the map accompanying and made a part of this chapter are
bounded approximately by lot lines, said lot lines shall be construed to be the
boundary of such districts unless said boundaries are otherwise indicated on the
map.
E.
In unsubdivided property, unless otherwise indicated, the district
boundary line on the maps accompanying and made a part of this chapter
shall be determined by the use of the scale contained on such map.

167.25 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTY.

1.
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects, or
refuses to comply with, or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of
this chapter, shall be in violation of this Code of Ordinances. Each day that such
violation continues shall constitute a separate offense.
2.
In case any building or structure is erected, constructed, reconstructed,
altered, repaired, converted or maintained, or any building, structure or land is used
in violation of this chapter, the appropriate authorities of the City, in addition to
other remedies, may institute appropriate action or proceeding to prevent such
unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion,
maintenance, or use to restrain, or to correct or abate such violation, or to prevent
any illegal act, conduct business or use in or about such premises.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The following ordinances have been adopted amending the Official Zoning Map and have not
been included as a part of this Code of Ordinances but have been specifically saved from
repeal and are in full force and effect.
ORDINANCE

ADOPTED

ORDINANCE

ADOPTED

489
499
511
521
525
530
540
542
543
544
554
562
565
576
582
583
587
590
598
620
622
624
626
627
630
631
632
639
640
642
643
649
660
663
665
685
686
690
695
696
697
698

10-31-72
12-4-73
4-15-75
12-16-75
6-15-76
10-19-76
9-20-77
10-4-77
11-15-77
11-15-77
7-11-78
1-2-79
3-6-79
1-7-80
7-1-80
8-5-80
1-6-81
3-3-81
7-24-81
10-18-83
2-7-84
4-17-84
6-5-84
6-5-84
6-5-84
7-3-84
7-3-84
12-18-84
12-18-84
2-5-85
2-19-85
10-1-85
8-18-87
4-5-88
5-17-88
4-18-89
5-2-89
8-15-89
12-5-89
12-19-89
4-3-90
4-17-90

700
702
707
708
710
713
714
721
723
725
727
728
730
735
738
742
747
753
755
760
770
771
772
774
776
780
798
805
808
811
813
814
820
821
822
823
824
825
828
829A
830
831

6-5-90
10-2-90
3-5-91
4-16-91
5-21-91
8-13-91
9-3-91
3-3-92
4-7-92
4-7-92
5-7-92
5-19-92
6-23-92
2-16-93
4-20-93
8-3-93
1-4-94
6-21-94
8-2-94
1-17-95
4-2-96
5-21-96
6-18-96
8-20-96
9-3-96
1-21-97
10-20-98
6-15-99
9-21-99
4-4-00
9-19-00
11-7-00
12-4-01
3-5-02
2-5-02
2-5-02
5-7-02
6-4-02
2-18-03
4-15-03
5-6-03
6-3-03
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ORDINANCE

ADOPTED

833
835
836
840
841
842
844
847
849
850
851
852
857
862
867
868
873
874
875
889
891
899
900
909
910
914
915
924

12-2-03
1-20-04
3-2-04
6-15-04
7-20-04
7-20-04
8-17-04
12-21-04
5-17-05
8-16-05
8-16-05
11-1-05
5-2-06
11-7-06
5-15-07
7-3-07
1-15-08
4-1-08
7-15-08
11-2-10
1-4-11
2-7-12
3-6-12
12-4-12
12-18-12
5-9-13
11-5-13
9-2-14

ORDINANCE
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ADOPTED

ORDINANCE
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